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April’s Poetry Month 
Hey, May’s only a month late to celebrate 
with a Poem Ditty for all of  you,  my Kiwanian friends. 
Today in the larger news there’s much about Wall and Main streets 
I notice Warren Buffet, a fraternity brother of mine, favors  
Goldman Sachs, that’s not a joke, just a fact. 
 
More local, just learned that Captain America a.k.a Bill Pitzl 
and his wife Debbi just returned from a three-month RV sojourn 
along the lower half of our beloved United States.  He said 
to say  HELLO to all of you, something I’m happy to do. 
 
Then through the intervention of Howie Montoure, Mr. Kiwanis, 
got a communiqué from Craig Koester our amazing Immediate 
Past Lieutenant Governor which goes as follows:  “I have missed 
your writings since I am now a has been.  I need to get out 
to one of the meetings at your place with Howard.  Thank you, 
Craig.”  I corrected him; Craig’s not a “has been” and never has been. 
Yeah, he’s amazing and always will be.  I, I am sure like all of you, 
enjoyed their presence very much.  They were more regular than 
some of our very regular Kiwanians.      
 
Some great News, our beloved Secretary Treasurer is for the first time 
a grandmother.  Congrats, Debbie!  The photo submitted by Ed Stevens, 
says it all, eh?     
 
Would love to give a concise report on the Fundraising Committee Meeting 
at the Adams Room at GRCC.  I can tell you in detail what we ate.  I had 
a delicious ham sandwiches, pickles and chips, assorted fruit, chocolate 
chip cookies and bottled water handsomely packed thanks to Rich 
and Tawnya.  About the essence of the meeting I’ve not much to say,  
I do know though, we’re having a Clean Sweep and a Petpaloosa & 
those at work are hard and many including our Prez, Michael Hursh, 
 Martha Koch, Gail Spurrell and Greg Smith and, of course,  Rich Rutkowski  
and not forgetting me who was there to eat and, frankly had a great feast. 
 
Not forgetting and included in that list above is Colleen Nichols who worked hard 
and nary ate a pickle.  She along with our President will preside over Clean 
Sweep.  Just seeing her manipulate her words and put thoughts together made 
me realize her job with Renton Voc Tech, as I know it, she’s the one for it, 
a pretty accomplished damsel.  I end this poem with a word from Burma shave,    
TRAINS DON'T WANDER ALL OVER THE MAP 'CAUSE NOBODY S ITS IN THE  
ENGINEER'S LAP Burma Shave.  The Editor 

That’s Debbie 

This is me…. 
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MIKE CLARK,  
A BELATED WELCOME TO KIWANIS! 
 
And here in his own words, after much begging 
 
Dick, ok I guess I can't stall any longer…...  
I grew up near White Center, as a kid I mowed lawns, cleaned out the 
neighbor's "show" pigeon coop and cared for his pigeons when he was 
away. I also worked at Metzler Marine (pouring lead salmon 
weights),  Lou Minnoto's Shell gas station and Southside Auto-
body.  When I was 15 1/2, I got my learner's permit and I  bought my 
first car, a "64 Nova SS. When I turned 16, I was able to drive on my 
own  without begging my 75 year old neighbor to go for rides with me. I 
graduated HS when I was 17 and by that summer, I had worked my way 
up to become the head painter at the body shop. Around that time, I also 
built a '57 Chevy and put it in cars shows in the Coliseum, Kingdome and 
the PNE in Vancouver, B.C.  
  
When I was 18, I joined the Fire Dept. as a volunteer. I took numerous 
medical classes and originally wanted to become a paramedic. I was 
hired by the Tukwila FD in 1978 and when they had an opening at King 
County Fire Dist. # 11, I tested and got hired there in 1980. I worked 
there as a Firefighter/EMT until 1999, when a neck injury and surgery 
changed my career path. I have had my own construction business from 
1991 to the present. Although, now I have a consulting business helping 
buyers and homeowners structure and supervise their construction pro-
jects. Lisa and I were married in June of 1999. We have four children, 
his, hers and ours. Three are still at home 
 

Back several years now, Mike’s wife Lisa 
joined our Club and whenever early on when 
Lisa  needed some heavy lifting, Mike ap-
peared and kept appearing with great gener-
osity and great humor.  We saw his great 
work with ACAP and the help continues.  
The Editor 

“Service club leaders at the recent groundbreaking for the barrier free playground         
at Les Gove.  Our club is contributing $500.”   President Michael Mike Hursh 
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May  
Birthdays and a 
Happy  Birthday to: 

 
 
 
 

Pamela J. Smith 
May 6th 
Lisa Gill 
May 11th 
Jean Farrington 
May 20th 
Robert Scarff 
May 23rd 

May, 2010 Programs   
 
Ron Claudon is May Program Chair  
and Ron’s programs are: 
 
Thursday, May 6th 
Michelle Campbell 
A member of the Kent  
Kiwanis Club on Diversity  
in Kiwanis 
 
Thursday, May 13th 
Casey Garwood 
District Sales Manager,  
General Motors (Public  
Company; GM;Auto-
motive industry. And a  
Naval Academy Graduate 
 
 
Thursday, May 20th 
Dave Grosby 
Seattle U Basketball An-
nouncer and soon to be 
KIRO Afternoon  radio. 
Grosby is no stranger to 
Seattle sports fans, having been a part of the 
Seattle sports scene since January 1992. 'The 
Groz' arrived after spending the previous two 
years in Los Angeles working mornings on KFI 
radio where he replaced the legendary Gary 
Owens in 1989. 

Gail’s 
Quick  
Auction 
Items 
Providers: 
 
    May 6 -  Charles Poe  
   May 13 - Ron Claudon  
   May 20 - Lisa Clark  
   May 27 - Michael Hursh  
  

Thursday, May 27th 
Mike Levenseller  
WSU Football Assistant Coach Professional Ex-
perience: Drafted by the Oakland Raiders in the sixth 
round of the 1978 raft...also was with Buffalo and 
Tampa Bay in 1978...spent the 1979-80 seasons with 
Cincinnati...played with Edmonton in 1982 (winning 
the Grey Cup) and with Calgary, 1983-85. Coacching 
Experience:  British Columbia Lions (CFL), 1986-
89 - Worked with wide  receivers;  
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Olympic Middle School Builders Club Update 
                                         By Lisa Clark 
 
Well, the school year is almost over and the kids have had an amazing year.  
They have been involved in several projects, have met with both Key Clubs and 
even been to a Kiwanis Meeting.  They are currently working with the rest of 
the Kiwanis Family clubs in our area on the Auburn Clothing Drive that will 
culminate on May 1st at Fire Station 31 for the big sorting party.  I think they are 
truly learning to appreciate the importance of giving back to the community. 
Here are a few personal stories from two of the Builders Club officers this year. 
I love it here! 
 
By: Bailey Page 
 
 I have been part of Kiwanis’s Builder’s Club for two years now and I have had many fun times. 
 I enjoy this club because we all (members) work together and help people around with simple jobs. 
For example, every year I’ve been here, we have walked to the retirement home down the street and deco-
rated Christmas trees for the elderly. In January we walk back and take the trees down. 
 Last year we planted annuals out in the courtyard of Olympic Middle School for “Celebrate Us,” a 
big event at the end of the year. The flowers looked great in the front. We plan on planting perennials in the 
courtyard very soon, but when I am not sure. 
 I plan on joining Builders Club again next year and run for club President, now I am Secretary. I will 
also be a part of Key Club in high school. 
 This club has made me feel more confident in myself. Before I joined I thought that I wouldn’t like it 
at all….. Now I love it! I feel like I can help anyone while in a meeting. I recommend anyone who likes 
helping people to join. 
 I will keep coming back, every year! 
 

     Message from the President 
      By: Haylee Ball 
    
 This year we have done many projects and activities in Builders/Spirit Club. First, we went to the 
Auburn Food Bank and helped by sorting foods. Then we went to decorate and undecorate Christmas trees at 
the Regency Auburn Retirement Home. After that we went to A.C.A.P. and planted trees and flowers. Most 
recently, we led cheers at the pep assembly. Soon, we will be weeding at the Evergreen Foursquare Church, 
planting flowers in the courtyard and front of our school, and collecting new and used clothes for all the ele-
mentary schools in the A.S.D.  The students and teachers at Olympic are helping us by gathering clothes for 
children ages 5-12, and if they bring the clothes to any of the three lunches between April 19-30, they get a 
small treat. The Spirit Club also houses our school mascot, Oliver/Olivia, the  Cougar!!!!!!!!! J 
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Kiwanis-One-Day 
 Graffiti 
  Ridders 
        For Auburn City Dwellers 
                     
                                              Photos by Ron Claudon 

What a gorgeous Saturday for our graffiti removal project this morning.  Thank you to Mike (and Logan) Clark, 
Martha (and Benjamin) Koch, Ron Claudon, Barb Vance, and Jim Nannery who  came out to help!  We were able to 
make a visible difference in the lives of homeowners (most of whom have lived in the NE Main neighborhood for 
many years) who are victims of graffiti tagging.  The picture attached sums up the day best, thank you to Ron for his 
diligent and well-supervised work.  Hope you have a great weekend.  - Mike Hursh 


