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Club meets each Thursday Noon 
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Hi Lt. Governors and  Members: 
 
I just wanted to check in with  you all and catch you up with a few things.> 
 
I am very excited to see you all  at Mid Winter Conference.  I look forward  
to the  journey as your candidate for Governor Elect  2010-2011,  I believe  
I am the person for this  position.  I can't do this with out each and  
everyone  of you!   
 
I want to continue   headwind up the trail of positive thinking.  That's   
right, up.. The further we climb this trail the  clearer it will become, the  
grander the picture and the  stronger we will be. The rewards will be  
countless.  Growing the PNW passion is our fuel,  together as a  Team we bring  
passion to our Projects, our Members  and our Communities.  Passion will foster a  
a desire to be a part of Kiwanis,  we need new Members  that is a fact.  
Brainstorming with the Members of the  PNW will bring out some great ideas I'm  
sure of it. That's  the key...the Members have great ideas and a  different  
perspective that we need to tap into.   Getting new Members will require us  
to go outside of our  comfort levels and just ask, it never hurts to ask. You  
will be surprised with the curiosity about Kiwanis.   
 
We also need to ask Kiwanians back who  have quit, or ask at least why so we  
can work on these  things to improve our core of the Clubs. We are the best  
thing to sliced bread and people should know that. 
  
As Governor Elect we need  to work side by side together to find  creative  
ways to bring funds into the PNW to help offset  costs,  That means also  
finding ways to minimize  costs within the PNW without losing ground or   
integrity..      
  
As Governor Elect I looking  forward to working beside you all and taking  
your ideas  and help make them happen.. I am asking you to join  me, Vote  
Pamela as your Governor Elect  2010-2011. We can only do this together. 
 
I will have my brochure at Mid Winter and  packets for those Zone Conferences I  
am unable to attend.  Please bring your calendars and your upcoming  DCMs,  
Service and Fundraising Projects.  I want  to be able to come and see what  
you and your members are  doing and help where I can. Thanks again. Check my    
website below for more info.. See you in  March!!  ~  Pamela 
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KIWANIS CLUB OF AUBURN’S  

LETS WINE AND GET CORKY EVENT 
By Greg Smith 
 

February 20, 2010 was the date of our annual wine tasting event, this year called “LETS WINE 
AND GET CORKY”.  We had a decent turnout, 25 people.  Our goal is to have 50+ attend the 
event.  Tickets this year were lower than last year, $25 per person, this included 10-12 wine 
tastings and 1 free raffle ticket. 
 

The event was a lot of fun.  This 
event is a chance to meet new 
people and see old friends that we 
have not seen in a while.  We had 
several non- members attend this 
year, something we would love to 
see more of at next year’s event.   
For our Kactus fund we should 
bring in around $1000.  The final 
numbers should be out sometime 
this month, March. 
 

Pamela and I would like to thank 
Debbie, Gail, Connie, Keith and 
Mike G. for their food contributions.  A special thanks to Tawyna from President Rich’s office 
at Green River for her donation of the great tasting Cupcakes.  Also for our raffles, Jim N, 
Charles, Gail and Bob for their donations.  A “BIG THANKS” to Linda and Bob at Castle 
Bridge Winery for their help and support of this event.  Castle Bridge is a great place to relax 
and have some very good wine and good conversation with Linda and Bob.  My apologies if I 
missed anyone. 
 

We do need your help.  We wish to continue this event but we need more participation from our 
club.  Please send us any ideas you may have to improve our wine night.  What do we need to 
do to get you to attend?  Even if you are not a wine drinker this is a chance to see people out-
side of the meetings and get to know each other.  This is a chance to get a friend or family 
member to attend and maybe join our club.  Please put some thought into this and send us any 
ideas.  We look forward to next year’s event and hope to see you there. 
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March Birthdays 
And a Happy Birthday to: 

 
 Dennis Grad 

March 2nd 
 
Charles Poe 
March 14th 
 
Greg Smith 
March 14th 
 
 
 
 

March, 2010 Programs  
 
Dick Brugger is March’s Program Chair and  
his programs are: 
 
Thursday, March 4th 
Suzanne Popp who works with Habitat for Humanity and supports  
the non-profit charity, VillageSteps. (see page 4) 
 
Thursday, March 11th 
To be Announced—An AYR Program with Jim Blanchard 
 
Thursday, March 18th 
Our own Rich Rutkowski who will talk to us about his extraordinary years at Green River Commu-
nity College (also see page 5) 
 
Thursday, February 25th 
Dr. Kip Herren, on an Update on the Auburn School District 
 
 
 

Keith Stump 
March 20th 
 
John Bothell 
March 28th 

 
Quick Auction 
       Items 
 
   Largo Wales will 
   contribute auction  
   Items for the entire  
   Month of March 
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Suzanne Popp 
of Enumclaw will be our 
Thursday, March 4th 
Speaker 
 
My interest in Africa began many years 
ago.  When I graduated from the Univer-
sity of Washington, my husband and I 
joined the Peace Corps and worked as 
teacher trainers in Ghana, West Africa at 
a post secondary teachers training col-
lege.  We visited many schools, watching 
students teach and working on improving 
their techniques and methods.  We no-
ticed then the plight of female students.  We resolved that when we were able, 
we would do something to assist them in their success. Since that time, we 
have traveled to 27 countries in Africa, and will be returning to Ethiopia, Zam-
bia, and Tanzania this summer to build homes with Habitat for Humanity and 
visit the schools we are supporting through our nonprofit charity, VillageSteps.  
 
We formed a non-profit charity VillageSteps to educate vulnerable children 
and orphans in Africa in 2005.  Since that time, we have built, funded and sup-
ported schools and sponsored students in Africa, most recently forming two 
preschools with the goal of getting children, especially girls, ready to learn at 
an earlier age.  100% of the funds we collect from donors go to the children as 
we with the help of our family, underwrite all of our expenses and over-
head.  My talk today will give a brief outline of our purposes, our methods, and 
how our donors enable us to educate children to give them a brighter future.  

Here’s to Jack and Pat Miller! 
 
Jack, a zealous Kiwanian and distinguished Past President and his 
wife Pat, an Honorary Member of our Club, are both struggling with 
health issues beyond belief.  Pat undergoes dialysis three times a 
week.  She just went through a bout of bronchitis which necessitated a 
9-1-1 call to  take her to St. Joseph’s Hospital and in addition to that 
she’s often in need of oxygen. Between wheelchairs, walkers and  
shuttle services Pat heroically navigates from one emergent destina-
tion to another.  I talked to Jack tonight and he himself is not without 
his own health issues but his drive and energy on behalf of his be-
loved wife keeps him maneuvering with immeasurable dexterity.  He 
wants to be remembered to all of you and asks all of us for our good 
wishes and prayers.  Just talking to him is a boost for me.  His spirit is 
truly amazing and every time I think of all that Pat endures daily I’m 
amazed beyond belief.   

Suzanne Popp will be our 
Program presenter this 
Thursday,  Rich will present 
on March 18th and  
Dr. Herren on  March 25th. 
I’ve asked Jim Blanchard 
belatedly to provide us a  
Program for March 11th 
and he’s working on that. 
 
In the next issue of the Kall 
I hope to have introductory 
info and bios of our new 
members.  That should be 
interesting.  When the issue 
will appear, should be inter-
esting too, because, I the 
editor, at this juncture, has-
n't a clue.  The Editor  
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Rich Rutkowski 
As all of us know, Rich, a most active member of our club, is the erst-
while President of Green River Community College, and as all of us 
know further, Rich is retiring this spring.  We know of his energy 
with us and it is hard not to feel his very tangible energy as the head 
of GRCC.  What he does and has done is immense, so perceptible, so 
visible.  I sit on the college’s Legislative Committee, and, believe me, 
it is awesome and elucidating to see how very much is his calculated 
energy to work with both houses of our state government to secure 
funds for new facilities, for construction, for maintenance, funds for 
academic and technological faculties and programs and I could go on 
and on.  Just ambling through the campus is sufficient for seeing 
Rich’s footprint throughout. I asked Rich to speak to his tenure as the 
head honcho of GRCC.  Obviously the time we can give him is totally 
insufficient for him to even begin a summarization, but I think it will 
be fun seeing him give a try at it.  Personally, I feel really sad about 
Rich’s retirement, but we still have him as a Kiwanian and I can 
imagine, and I’d be willing to bet the powers that be, won’t let him 
just take off and go fishing, much as he might wish to.  You know, 
just to get Rich to take one of his multiple endeavors, foreign students 
and residential programs, and take a whack at it, would take some 
thirty of our Thursday meetings—-I know I’ rambling—-I hope you, 
all of you, are here to see and here Rich and probe him about what has 
made him tick at GRCC.  —-Dick Brugger 

Kip Herren  

 
Dr. Kip Herren, our Superintendent of the Auburn School District 
responded to my e-mail request that he’d be happy “to update the 
Kiwanis on the ASD.”  I wrote back and thanked Kip for accepting 
my invitation, and I asked, “Could you please tell me what the ASD 
is?”  He could have responded, “You stupid jerk, it’s the AUBURN 
SCHOOL DISTRICT!” but he gently said, “Auburn School Dis-
trict.”  I was totally embarrassed, of course, and blamed my stupid-
ity on not being educated in Washington but in Pennsylvania for my 
blatant ignorance. 
 
Kip’s on the job during these difficult fiscal times and I’m sure he 
has to do much juggling to keep things going at top rate.  Also the 
changing populations of people, of cultures and language differ-
ences  in the Auburn area must be a challenge.   Be sure to be with 
us to hear Dr. Herren on March 25th. 



Kiwanis Club  
of Auburn 
KIWANIS KALL 
PO Box 1249 
Auburn, WA 98071 
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Dick Brugger 

Editor 
833-9181 

rkbrugger@msn.com 
 
 

Kiwanisclubofauburn.com 

Editor’s Stuff 
 
March sure has come in like a lamb with blossoms aglow everywhere.  Spent 
a few days last week in Vancouver, B.C, from whence I came.  The City was 
magnificently set for the Olympics, and though we didn’t get to one venue 
we had amazing opportunities to imbie much of it.  Throughout the city they 
had gigantic screens and the throngs of people from British Columbia and 
elsewhere were vibrantly attuned to what was occurring.    It reminded me of 
an expo with pavilions from the many countries welcoming everyone.  May 
streets, like Robson, was open only to pedestrians and a festive atmosphere 
pervaded.  I did not get the gold, nor a silver or bronze medal for anything.  
But staying with gracious friends and imbibing the spirit we had great time 
and I’m filling in space that is right yours had you sent me stuff.  So for now 
then this is enough.    The Editor 


