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July,  2009 

Club meets each Thursday Noon 
The Red Lotus, 714 Auburn Way N. 

Kiwanisclubofauburn.com 
 
 

Kiwanis Club  
of Auburn 

President 
Wes Gill 

President Elect 
Michael Hursh 

First Vice President 
Martha Koch 
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Debbie Christian 

253-804-5696 

Immed. Past President 
Keith Stump 
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President Wes’ Thanks To All Those Who Helped  
Lasso In The COWBOY BREAKFAST 
 
Well what a great time we had! We served over 200 cow pokes and had a mighty fine time a doin' it!  I 
want to thank EVERYONE that helped out. I will try to mention all that did, but to be honest I was so busy 
getting set up, working with the city folks, the International Farmers Market folks and the Cowboy Break-
fast Band that if I forget someone I hope you understand.  Let me start by saying that there were a lot of 
Kiwanians that gave there time and talents. With out all your help this could never have been possible. 
Set up on Saturday included Dr. Kim Anardi (Mr.. Happy and next years Vice President) Donna Sayre, Jim 
Nannery (Next Years Lieutenant Governor).  Ron Claudon, Denny Swanson, our newest member to be 
Mike O'Brien, Keith Stump, and Mike Gillespie. 
 
The day of the event (Which was crazy for me) Linda Berry, Mike Hursh (Next years President) Martha 
Koch (Next years President Elect), Ed Stevens, Bob Spurrell and Gail Spurrell, Mike Gillespie, Keith 
Stump, Jean Farrington (AKA the Butter Lady)!  A lot of you stayed around to help with clean up and 
packin' all the mules out and for that I am foe ever grateful.  A big thanks to Martha Koch and Rich Rut-
kowski for getting power from Green River Small Business center!  Greg Smith and Jim Nannery for pick-
ing up the tables at Costco for the club.  Our newest member Mike Gillespie for being the runner!  Denny 
Swanson for Food Permit and Storing the previous mentioned tables at his place.  Denny Swanson, Mike 
Gillespie and Jim Nannery for picking up Tables at the Church.  Debbie Christian for McDonalds Drinks 
and arranging tables for people to eat on.  Greg Smith for doing some set up work before the event and for 
donating the pancake mix.  Bill Coward for Donating the Delicious ham!  Lieutenant Governor Craig 
Koester for donating eggs and milk. 
 
Finally I want to thank The Cowboy Breakfast Band who have been doing this for 6 years now! Kathy, 
Scott, Kelly and John They are the reason I have the fun I do and I really appreciate them all! 
  
As you can see there are so many people involved in this I am sure I have forgotten some one and I apolo-
gize if I did. It was a great event and I hope that you all enjoyed yourselves if you were there. Thank you 
too to all of you that sold your tickets. If you still have unsold tickets please get them back in and if you are 
holding on to any money from ticket sales get them in as soon as possible so we can get a final total of the 
net. —  President Wes 
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PAST OMISSIONS….those things I’ve failed to do…. 
 
I’ve failed to mention all the May Mothers Day plant deliverers to selected mothers 
throughout the area and the good work of orchestration 
of these deliveries by David Jarvey.  Debbie Christian. 
Along with Mayor Pete Lewis were honored espe-
cially by Valley Cities Coun- seling and Consultation and 
though I tried to get a report on that honor bestowal, I 
failed to get one and failed to mention it in the Kall.  Since 
then I understand that Deb- bie has been honored by 
her peers at Leadership Insti- tute for her outstanding 
work in the community.  So for all my past omissions, 
Debbie, I’m sorry and con- gratulate 
you for them anew if I failed to do so 
then.  And here some info about Debbie’s son Cam:  Cam 
Christian, a freshman transfer from Washing- ton State 
University, was named to the first team as a utility 
player. Cam was both the starting center- fielder and 

pitched in the starting 
rotation for Spo- kane. He 
hit 284 this sea- son with 
nine doubles and 20 RBI’s. On the mound he had three wins, one save and 42 strikeouts.  Cam was 
also named to the Eastern Region’s Gold Glove team for his defensive performance in centerfield.  
And further,   His Honor the Judge Pat Burns’ son this past month graduated from Fordham Univer-
sity Law School in NYC and now, we are told, is gainfully employed lawyerly in the Big Apple.    
And several months ago, I got a very nice note from Jean Farrington who said as follows:  “Nice job 
Dick.  Until you aren’t able to attend meetings regularly, you don’t realize how important these 
newsletters are……  Helps keep me up to date of what’s happening.  Thanks for making me feel as 
though I am still a part of the club.”  And then I failed to put this message from Emily Yarnold, a 
past Key Club President, one of our most active Key Clubbers.  Here goes:  “I just wanted to invite 
the Auburn Kiwanis to my junior recital. All the information is attached. I hope everything is going 
well with the club (which I know it is based on the newsletters I still receive) and hope to see you all 

at some point this summer!  Emily Yarnold former Key Clubber :) 

 
Wish I had 
Some photographs to accompany 
The long rich list of member 
Volunteers that President Wes who 
made the 2009 Cowboy breakfast the 
huge success it was, but I don’t, nary 
a one, so I’ll affix one of many I have 
from previous breakfasts.   And any 
of you can supply me of some from 
this year for next month’s Kall, okay? 

     Cameron—Safeco Field 
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As far as I know 
Martha Koch’s still  

looking for CANS,  
so if you can bring a six-
pack or more fFor the  
cause.  Martha picks ‘em  
up first meeting of each 
month, It’s too late for  
July, but plenty early for 
August.   
So Bring a bunch then, eh? 

Meet Michael O’Brien , one of our newest Kiwanians 
With an Anardi connection 
 
Lives on Kent East Hill with wife (Colby, nee 
Anardi), son (Lucas Henry O'Brien, born 
5/12/09) and dog (unfortunately) 
Born @ Swedish Hospital on 01-26-1984 
Has lived in Auburn, WA most of life save for 
a few years in Huntington Beach, CA when 
younger. 
Graduated Auburn HS 2002 
Graduated Pacific Lutheran University 2006, 
BBA 
Designed and built inter-city computer net-
works for 2 years at XKL, LLC immediately 
after graudating PLU 
Co-founded Praece Strategic Technology Con-
sulting 2008, provides business-focused IT 
advisory and services for small to medium 

Colby, Mike and Lucas Henry 

         Oil on canvass-Jessie Brugger  

Editor’s 
Stuff  
Sounds like Nash-
ville was an im-
mense success for 
our Kiwanians.  
President Wes, who 
loves country music 
was wholly at home 
there and besides 
the Convention itself, he found  Nashville to be a great experience.  I sat 
near Mr. Kiwanis at our meeting Thursday and found out that he was con-
tinually mistaken for Kenny Rogers in Nashville and I commented, “Even 
though I don’t drink anymore, I always thought he was.”    President Wes,  
I’m sure will fill us in on the convention in  his next President’s Report.  
Of course, Greg and Pam Smith also attended the convention and I’m sure 
we’ll hear more about it from them too.  I appreciated Greg’s contribution 
in this month’s Kall.  Thanks, Greg.  Also, it was great seeing Keith 
Cantwell with us this past Thursday.   I hope he makes a habit of it.  If 
you’re tired of all my words all the time, help me by writing your words. 
Have a good month 
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JULY 
BIRTHDAYS 

And a  
HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

To: 
Wes Gill 
July 7th 

Walter Bishop 
July 16th 

Ron Claudon, Jr. 
July 18th 

John Gustafson 
July 29th 

Chris Knori 
July 31st 

 

Leadership, what does it mean to you?  By Greg Smith 
 
To me a leader is someone that I will listen to, someone that I will follow and someone that I 
will respect.  That last word, respect, some leader’s think they automatically get it.  I give re-
spect when it is earned, how about you? 
 
 There are leaders today in Kiwanis that think to lead means to dictate what you as a volunteer 
do.  We need leaders who will take the reins and steer the coach in the desired direction.  Who 
determines the direction, we do, the members.   
 
When a leader wants to make changes they present the changes to the executive board and then 
if needs be to the membership.  If the executive board does not like the idea the next step should be to ask “what can I do to get your sup-
port”.  There are leaders out there that will not do that.  They continue to push their idea despite the lack of support.  If you happen to be 
one of the people that disagree with them they call you names.  Not the mark of a good leader. 
 
Many of you are scratching your head right now, understandable.  My intent in writing this is to make you think about what makes a 
good leader.  What kind of person do you want in that position?  Are you that person?  My opinion on what makes a good leader, a per-
son who inspires, enriches and listens.  Good leaders will inspire you to go out and make a difference in the community.  They will enrich 
your Kiwanis experience by being supportive and respectful of you and your ideas.  They will listen to what is being said by the member-
ship.   
 
Leaders come and go; some are good some are not.  If you are going to vote for our next leader please do your research.  Find out if they 
are the kind of leader you think will do what is best for the District.  The candidates for the offices will talk to you if you approach them.  
Take advantage of this if you can, find out what they will bring to the office if elected. 
 
Kiwanis is a great organization.  I am proud to be a member and to have had the chance to lead and serve.  Are you a leader?  Ask your-
self that question.  If the answer is yes, put your name in the hat.  Kiwanis needs good leaders, be one.  

                                Greg and Friend 

July’s Quick Auction 
Contributors: 
 
July 2nd   - Pat Burns 
July 9th    - OPEN 
July 16th  -  Chris Knori 
July 23rd  - Keith Stump 
July 30th  - Mike Gillespie 
 
Contact Gail Spurrell  
to contribute 
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July Programs 
 
At the time of this printing we have no July programs scheduled, but you can be assured, with our industry 
and creativity, we shall have an array of interesting programs for July.   

                                                                       Photo– Lela Brugger 

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY... 
         THE FOURTH OF JULY! 
 
Growing up n Pennsylvania, as I did, seeing a mountain the size of Mount 
Rainier was only something I saw in a National Geographic or an other pub-
lication.  Our highest peaks were the size of pimples on the landscape in 
comparison.  So, you can imagine, my first trip to the Pacific Northwest was 
an extraordinary surprise for me and then, to boot, seeing snow on a moun-
tain top in July was unheard of for a guy like me from Pennsy.  Well, I grew 
up in the heart of Revolutionary War country where the birth of our nation 
was forged.  Independence Hall, the Liberty Bell, Valley Forge and many 
other landmarks were, so to speak, right around the corner.  In fact the Inn I 
grew up in was the site of Piper’s Tavern where General Lafayette and sign-
ers of the Declaration of Independence like Robert Morris stayed and dined.  
I just took all that pretty much for granted.   
 
What I don’t take for granted though is the form of government our forefa-
thers formed, our unique democracy and I thank the Lord for it.  When one 
considers this amazing form of government and how it forged together  the 
originals thirteen colonies and then all the states that were to become the 
United States of America, it is truly mindboggling.  I thank the Lord for it! 
—Dick Brugger 

Good Ol’ Days, August 7, 8 and 9 
 
Jim Nannery is sending around a list for us to sign up to serve and is distributing tickets for us to sell.  It’s 
our last big fundraiser of the Kiwanis year.  And, this as well as all others, demand lots of commitment and 
hours of time and energy.  Nice to see how many contributed to the Cowboy Breakfast and nice to see 
President Wes’s appreciation.  I’ll be a featured reader for poetry for the event and I’ll wobble in from time 
to time to see what I might be able to do to help the cause. 
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Dick Brugger 

Editor 
833-9181 

rkbrugger@msn.com 
 
 

Kiwanisclubofauburn.com 

Back to the future.   
 
Our President elect, Mike Hursh, appears this 
week on the front page of the Auburn Re-
porter.  Excuse me, Reverend, but you’re a 
hot shot, and I mean that very benignly.  You 
have what I call pizzazz .  Just as this and 
previous years our club has lots of pizzazz, as 
Wes so clearly betrays.  Then we have the 
inimitable Dr. Kim Anardi, a shining star 
from the past, joining Mike and his exciting 
president elect, Martha Koch.  It bodes for 

many good years to come for our club.  That isn’t all either.  What with devoted 
Kiwanians such as Pamela Smith and Jim Nannery running for District Governor 
and Lieutenant Governor respectively, all for our club bodes well….very well.  
Now I want to add, the addition of Donna Foxley to our membership, wow!  If 
she’s anything like her father, Fred Helser—-and I’ve every reason to believe she 
is, who is and was a Kiwanian extraordinaire, we’re in for the possibility of won-
derfully vital and amazing years.  Dick B. 


